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D-R-A-F-T |
1 August 1973

[Statement for OLC - Classified Version]

Since Woi'ld'War' II open‘_foreign-la.nguege information sources |
(newspapers perlodlca.ls books) of :mterest to U.S. Goverrment .
departmmts and agencies have grown to a point beyond the capab1 lity
of any s:Lngle agency to handle tne 1nfom\atlon explosion with Staf"‘

N personnel. . Ther'efore in 1957, dne Jo:.nt Publications Research
Serv:Lce (JPRS) us:mg hundreds of free-lance contract translator
was established as a translation service for the U.S. Governrnent .
JPRS was organized as a componem: of the Departiment of Commerce
which was responsible for the advertlsernent, sale and dlstmbutlon

" of JPRS reports 'to a worldwide subscrlbers‘up

However, JPRS was in fact a component of the CIA and the originel )
"parpose of ‘ch.e' Departnent of Commerce "cover" wets 'l:o m‘ask‘ the e@ﬁ@#&eﬂ
interests of CIA offlces which might have been revealee by the nature
of the materials selected for trenslatlon, and to avoid adv\_rsc notlce'
wh:Lch might have occurred as a result of the ngenoy S management of

large mumbers of independent contractors within the United States.

- JFRS fesponds }‘to ﬁe translation requircments of all Goverrment

agencies, but its principal tasking is from 21 -
“the Foreign Broadcast Information Service (FBIS), uﬂ%ﬁ‘:&cs,th P@eeg«?

camponent directly charged Wlth collection of information from forei,
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e radio and press sources. JPRS now issues some 51 serial re-

'Doi*ﬁs covering political, economim scientific and sociological

developments around the world and has a orldw1de SubSCI’lbe“Shlp

,.-‘w.“__‘...-...._. ——

Since the range of toplcs covered is so broax

Shlp so ex*l:ensme, and the materlals entzlrely from open-source

documents and broadcasts, there no longer seemed j:o be any sufficient

reason to conceal the relationship between JPRS ‘and FBIS. Therefore s

on [date] JPRS was publically transferred from the administration of

the Department of Commerce to that of FBIS. JPRS will still retain

its association with Department of Commerce, however, to maintain the

" effective distribution of its reparts to the public.
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